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NEWS ALL DAY.
YOUR WAY.

Kamalei Correa, who left Boise State early to enter the NFL Draft, likes

to let his play do the talking. Off the field he is “kind of a quiet dude,” he

says. Still, he’s not afraid to speak up, or even “talk smack,” on the field.

Most mock drafts have Correa going in the first round Thursday to a

team that will welcome a hard-hitting pass rusher. SPORTS, 1B

BOISE STATE AND NFL

First-round talent, but
Correa won’t mouth off

A light-rail system is still on

Mayor Dave Bieter’s radar,

and he might back a state-

wide campaign to win local-

option taxing authority to

pay for it. A Downtown

stadium and replacement or

renovation of the main li-

brary branch also are still

major goals. NEWS, 4A

BOISE WISH LIST

BIETER OFFERS
HINTS ABOUT THE
NEXT BIG THING

The future of cars — with

crazy self-driving vehicles

— has Tim thinking about

the past, his VW and the

open road. It was quite the

love affair. EXPLORE, 1D

TIM WOODWARD

ROAD TRIPS TAKE
ON NEW MEANING

On a windy, rainy day at

Mountain View, high school

athletes had to persevere,

and Boise pole vaulter Seth

Nims shined. SPORTS, 1B

VARSITY EXTRA

FLYING HIGH AT
YMCA TRACK MEET

A small but consistent bloc of Idaho House members regularly votes against appropriations bills that pay for

some of the basic functions of government. Why? They favor less spending and smaller government, but their

reflexive action can make it hard to get votes for must-pass legislation and breed resentment among col-

leagues. As voters consider their choices in the May 17 election, who are these naysayers and what do they tell

us about Idaho government? Bill Dentzer takes a look. DEPTH, 1C

GUEST OPINIONS: Three Idahoans, two of whom are citizen members of the Statesman Editorial Board,

write about how voting makes a difference — in their lives and the lives of all of us. OPINION, 4C, 6C

INSIDE: There will be some good GOP primary battles, with far-right challengers and incumbents alike fac-

ing well-organized foes. A look at some of the key races. NEWS, 7A

DEPTH: IDAHO POLITICS AND 2016 ELECTION

When legislators
just say no — a lot

DARIN OSWALD doswald@idahostatesman.com

In many ways, the fallout from the Chernobyl nuclear

meltdown 30 years ago is still being measured, and its

impact will linger for 3,000 years. DEPTH, 1C

DEPTH: CHERNOBYL AND THE ENVIRONMENT

DISASTER TO BE FELT FOR CENTURIES
By thrashing Allen 7-1 in Boise on Saturday, the Steel-

ies are close to the next ECHL postseason round, but

they must win in Texas to advance. SPORTS, 1B

KELLY CUP PLAYOFFS

STEELHEADS TAKE 3-2 SERIES LEAD

TOP STORIES
STAY CONNECTED

IDAHO HISTORY

Table Rock, believe it or not, was
targeted as hotel site 6A

BBB COLUMN

Ransom scams are still out there,
as Idahoans can attest 8A
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Big May Calendar:
Music, moms,
munchies, plays
and more 1D

NEWS

Britain, the world
honor Shakespeare,
400 years after the
Bard’s death 10A

Mostly cloudy

61°/39° See 11A

Predicting severe storms

that spawn tornadoes has

become easier, but when is

it best to provide warnings

so that people will really

heed them? NEWS, 8A

THE WEATHER

METEOROLOGISTS
TRY TO READ MINDS
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Depth PROGRESSIVES PUT

‘SETTLED SCIENCE’ TO

WORK WITH CLIMATE

CONSENSUS DU JOUR

8C

GEORGE WILL

E
very year a bloc of
lawmakers in the Ida-
ho Legislature votes
against billions of

dollars in spending for routine
functions of state government,
and this year was no exception.
When the 2016 session end-

ed March 25, one lawmaker
had voted against nearly 60
percent of spending bills, while
another opposed 85 percent of
all spending for the fiscal year
that starts in July.
Four of the top five nay-

sayers, and half of the top 10,
hail from North Idaho. All are
Republicans serving in the
House. Sitting just outside the
top 10 are the second- and

third-ranked members of the
House Republican leadership.
The top no-voting senator also
is a Republican from North
Idaho.
The naysayers almost never

get their way, but their opposi-
tion occasionally imperils bud-
gets for seemingly noncontro-
versial programs or measures.
Especially within the House,
where lawmakers vote no most
often, their reflexive opposi-
tion splinters coalitions, gives
rise to friction and breeds
resentment among colleagues
who support appropriations in
the interest of good govern-
ment, even when they might
take issue with the amounts or
policies involved.
Increasingly, just voting no

KYLE MILLS Lewiston Tribune

Rep. Vito Barbieri, R-Dalton Gardens, is one of the most frequent no voters in the House, and cast votes against more spending than any
other lawmaker in the 2016 legislative session.

LEGISLATURE

In Idaho,
the politics
of voting no
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Some lawmakers consistently oppose routine appropriations
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

They cite ideology and desire to shrink government, but others
see obstructionism
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Why do these naysayers serve in a government that they seek to
dismantle?
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

BY BILL DENTZER

bdentzer@idahostatesman.com

Who said no?

Source: Statesman research

Here’s how the twomembers of each House district voted on 91
major appropriations bills in 2016, representing a total of
$7.6 billion for 2016-17. Listed are the top 10 no voters and the
amount of spending they opposed.

Average No vote by district
(darker = higher %)

0.6% 41%

District Name %No Amount

34 Nate (R) 57.1% $ 3,767,105,200

7 McMillan (R) 56.0% $ 5,850,483,500

4 Sims (R) 52.7% $ 5,722,207,700

1 Scott (R) 51.6% $ 4,844,815,000

2 Barbieri (R) 47.3% $ 6,393,710,500

11 Batt (R) 44.0% $ 5,464,627,500

23 Nielsen (R) 44.0% $ 4,151,794,400

21 Harris (R) 42.9% $ 3,815,661,100

13 Crane (R) 33.0% $ 3,735,136,300

1 Dixon (R) 28.6% $ 3,777,902,700
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SEE VOTING NO, 2C

In today’s Opinion section
we are featuring guest opin-
ions authored by three long-
time Idahoans who share an
identical wish: that as many
people as possible will get
educated, get active, and get
out and vote in the May 7
primary and the November
general election.
Because early voting al-

ready has begun in Canyon
County, we know some of
you already have cast ballots,
and many more are about to
fill out absentee forms.
Our authors are happy

about those who are already
in the game, but I know the
real audience they target is
those of you in the stands —
those who, at the moment,
don’t see the point and doubt
they will go to the trouble to
vote this year.
There was a time when all

of our authors were among
that group “not yet engaged”
to their civic duty or wed to a
political point of view.
Former Idaho Rep. Larry

LaRocco, who served two
terms in the U.S. House of
Representatives (1991-1995),
describes how he had his
political and civic awakening
back in 1974. Though he
chose the Democratic Party
to launch his activism and
public service, I know from
my conversations with him
that his biggest concerns are
the extreme wings of both
parties, which sometimes
focus on ideology and lose
sight of what is best for Ida-
ho.
William Myers, a Boise

attorney and a community
member of the Idaho States-
man Editorial Board, points
out that sitting on the side-
lines during this election
would be missing out on one

Your vote
needed
for our
republic,
future

EYES ON IDAHO
BY ROBERT EHLERT

MORE INSIDE

Read all of the guest opinions on

voting. 4C, 6C

SEE EHLERT, 2C

PRIPYAT, UKRAINE

Before the fire, the vomiting,
the deaths and the vanishing
home, it was the promise of
bumper cars that captured the
imagination of the boys.
It will be 30 years ago Tues-

day that Pripyat and the nearby
Chernobyl power plant became
synonymous with nuclear disas-

ter, that the word Chernobyl
came to mean more than just a
little village in rural Ukraine
and that this place became more
than just another spot in the
shadowy Soviet Union.
Even 30 years later — 25

years after the country that built
it ceased to exist — the full dam-
age of that day is still argued.
Death toll estimates run from

hundreds to millions. The area
near the reactor is both a teem-
ing wildlife refuge, and an irra-

diated ghost-scape.
Much of eastern and central

Europe continues to deal with
fallout aftermath. The infamous
Reactor Number 4 remains a
problem that is neither solved
nor solvable.
But to the boys on the night

before their world changed,

nothing seemed more important
than shiny blue and yellow cars,
with actual steering wheels,
almost ready for a 10-year-old
to drive.

The bumper cars were to be
turned on May 1, 1986, a seem-
ingly impossible-to-live-through

CLAUDIA HIMMELREICH TNS

Alexandr Sirota displays a photo of himself and his fellow
first-graders in what used to be the yard behind School No. 1 in
Pripyat, Ukraine. Sirota, now 40, has spent the last 30 years trying to
recapture the happy memories of his life before the Chernobyl
disaster.

ENVIRONMENT

Chernobyl plant will remain
a threat for 3,000 years
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

After 30 years, nuclear disaster site has not yet fully been
addressed and physicists still debate cause
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Experts hope coming generations can find a solution using
advanced intellect and technology
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

BY MATTHEW SCHOFIELD

Statesman Washington Bureau

SEE CHERNOBYL, 3C

‘‘WE DON’T HAVE THETECHNOLOGY TO FIX

THE PROBLEM.
Tetiana Verbytska, an energy
policy expert at the National
Ecological Center of Ukraine
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is a sign of the times in
government, beginning
with Congress. For voters
considering candidates in
an election year, a look at
how lawmakers vote on
basic appropriations bills
can reveal a lot about
their overall attitude and
approach to governing.
The Statesman looked

at the Legislature’s votes
on 91 key appropriations
bills to fund government
operations for the fiscal
year that starts July 1. The
sum of those appropri-
ations topped $7.6 billion,
the money for which
comes from federal and
state sources.
All the budget bills

passed, as they almost
invariably do, typically by
margins better than 2-1.
And if they didn’t? The
2016 session provided
some insight. One rela-
tively small outlay was
defeated this year when
minority House Demo-
crats, in a protest vote,
voted no along with the
conservative anti-spend-
ing Republicans.
The appropriation was

later resubmitted and
approved, but the Demo-
crat protest showed what
can happen when normal-
ly compliant lawmakers
decide not to be taken for
granted.
It also showed the divi-

sions within the ruling
Republican majority,
which holds 4-1 advantag-
es in both houses. The
“loyal opposition” in most
legislatures is the minor-
ity party. In Idaho, more
often than not it resides
within the most conserva-
tive Republican faction,
even on routine budget
bills.
“I think this is sort of

what we’re seeing nation-
ally as well, and it’s not
uncommon in one-party

states,” said Corey Cook,
dean of Boise State Uni-
versity’s School of Public
Service.
“It’s a really difficult

leadership challenge. I
think we certainly saw
that with Speaker Boehn-
er,” Cook said, referring
to former U.S. House
Speaker John Boehner,
who finally stepped down
after much opposition
from within his own party.
“These are fairly straight-
forward governing tasks.
These are appropriations
bills.”

JUST SAY NO
The spending oppo-

nents, often with little or
no comment, vote against
spending for health and
social welfare programs,
for culture and recreation,
even administrative bud-
gets for agencies includ-
ing the Labor Depart-
ment, Tax Commission
and Attorney General’s
Office.
What do these voters

want? Smaller budgets or
smaller government, or
both? Sometimes ob-
jections focus narrowly on
a specific program or
expense within a larger
appropriation. More
broadly, however, opposi-
tion from the bloc derives
from a fundamental phi-
losophy and desire to
limit the size and role of
government in Idaho,
especially from the feder-
al level.
“Especially with those

of us representing the
north, you have to start
with the overall premise
... to not just limit the
growth of government but
somehow begin to shrink
the size,” said Rep. Vito
Barbieri, a third-term
Republican from Dalton
Gardens in Kootenai
County. Of the 91 bills

reviewed by the States-
man, Barbieri voted
against 43 of them, total-
ing nearly $6.4 billion, or
84 percent of all spend-
ing. That topped all law-
makers.
“You don’t have to be

against the principle or
the program,” he said.
“The program can be
useful, but is it wasteful?
Is it too expensive? Is
there another way that
government can address
the issue without increas-
ing the burden? And
that’s what I’m looking
at.”
Democrats hold a dif-

ferent view.
“Those are people who

don’t like government
anyway, and so of course
they don’t want to pay for
it. I always question why
they’re in government
then,” said John Rusche,
the House Democratic
minority leader from
Lewiston.
For the North Idaho

electorate, he asks: “What
would happen if their

legislators got their way?
What would North Idaho
be like?”
What sets North Idaho

apart? Often cited is the
separation bred by phys-
ical distance and a differ-
ent time zone, with the
area north of the Salmon
River on Pacific time.
Other factors are fairly
intangible: North Idaho
looks different from the
rest of the state, and at-
tracts a more conservative
resident relocating from
out of state.
Barbieri describes a

“disconnect from much of
the ideology of the coun-
try” and intensified atti-
tudes relative to other
parts of the state.
“These things that all of

Idaho believes in some-
how have been concen-
trated up here in a way
that says government is
intruding and we’ve got to
stop that intrusion,” Bar-
bieri said. “Somehow it’s
manifest itself in the
north a little bit more
strongly.”

SPLIT INCLUDES
LEADERSHIP
Typically, party legisla-

tive leaders vote together,
and usually in support of
the party line, but not in
the Idaho House. Majority
Leader Mike Moyle of
Star voted no on about
one-quarter of appropri-
ations bills totaling more
than $3.6 billion. Assist-
ant Majority Leader Brent
Crane of Nampa voted no
a third of the time, reject-
ing $3.7 billion in outlays.
“I voted against more

budgets the last two years
than I have probably in
the rest of my career com-
bined, because I’m very
concerned about the
growth of government,”
said Crane. Among his no
votes, he opposed the
department budget sub-
mitted by his father, Ida-
ho Treasurer Ron Crane,
because it was “too high.”
On budget votes, “I

think that you’re seeing
that the party’s large
enough to embrace both
sides,” Crane said. “We

do have a large enough
tent, and we tell people,
vote your conscience, vote
your constituency.”
Twenty-four lawmakers

— 13 in the Senate and 11
in the House — did not
oppose any spending bills.
Half of those serve on the
Joint Finance Appropri-
ations Committee, the
House-Senate body that
initially reviews the gov-
ernor’s proposed budget
and writes the budget
bills. Seven JFAC mem-
bers voted no three or
fewer times.
The one outlier among

the compliant legislative
budget writers was North
Idaho Sen. Sherry Nuxoll,
R-Cottonwood, who voted
no on more budget bills
than any other senator.
After Nuxoll, the Sen-

ate’s most frequent no
voters were Sens. Steve
Vick of Dalton Gardens
and Bob Nonini of Coeur
d’Alene, both from North
Idaho, followed by Sens.
Jim Patrick of Twin Falls
and Jim Rice of Caldwell.

VOTING IN PROTEST
The House Democratic

protest vote in March
came in response to Re-
publican moves to bottle
up the minority party’s
bills. Democrats voted as
a bloc against the $2 mil-
lion budget for the state
Arts Commission. With
the customary opposition
from conservative Repub-
lican lawmakers, that bill
failed, although it was
later resubmitted and
approved.
In the overall state

budget, $2 million is mi-
nuscule. But opposition
bordering on brinkman-
ship nearly sank the mas-
sive $2.2 billion Medicaid
appropriation in the De-
partment of Health and
Welfare budget, the single
largest appropriation that
lawmakers vote on. The
bill passed the House
narrowly when all but one
Democrat voted no, to
protest Republican foot-
dragging on expanding
Medicaid.
“Our bloc voted no

because (Republicans)
susbstantialy underfund-
ed and ignored 78,000
Idahoans,” said Boise
Rep. Mat Erpending,
House assistant minority
leader.
Idaho Medicaid spend-

ing is 63 percent federal
money. Barbieri voted no,
calling it “unsustainable.”
Just because most of it is
federal money is “not an
adequate rationale,” he
said. “I am just as con-
cerned with federal tax-
payers as I am Idaho tax-
payers.”

Bill Dentzer:
208-377-6438, @IDSBillD

DARIN OSWALD doswald@idahostatesman.com

The Idaho Legislature gathers in the House chambers for the governor’s State of the
State address in 2015. House members, especially those from North Idaho, are much
more likely than senators to vote against routine spending bills.

How Canyon and Ada
lawmakers voted

Source: Statesman research

The top 10 no voters and the amount of spending
they opposed.

Average No vote by district
(darker = higher %)

3.4% 31.1%

District Name %No Amount

11 Batt (R) 44.0% $ 5,464,627,500

21 Harris (R) 42.9% $ 3,815,661,100

13 Crane (R) 33.0% $ 3,735,136,300

14 Moyle (R) 26.4% $ 3,631,183,800

22 VanderWoude (R) 22.0% $ 753,608,300

21 Dayley (R) 17.6% $ 649,502,800

10 Hixon (R) 16.5% $ 937,477,200

15 Luker (R) 16.5% $ 355,415,500

20 Palmer (R) 14.3% $ 999,267,000

22 Den Hartog (R) 13.2% $ 293,335,900
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Senate sees fewer disputes
on routine spending

The voting dynamics on spending bills differ markedly
between legislative bodies. In the Senate, 64 of 91
appropriations bills reviewed by the Statesman passed
with unanimous support. In the House, 18 did. Among
those that drew the most opposition:

A The $169 million Welfare Division budget passed
46-20 in the House, this time with all 14 Democrats
supporting it, and 29-6 in the Senate.

AThe $104 million budget for the Department of Fish &
Game passed the House 36-34. Even House Speaker
Scott Bedke voted no. The same bill passed the Senate
32-3. A supplemental, mostly federal allocation for a
North Idaho conservation easement passed the House
48-21 and the Senate 22-11. Opponents portrayed it as a
government giveaway.

AThe vote on the $24 million Attorney General’s Office
budget was 44-24 in the House. The appropriation was
held in the Senate for political reasons until the final day
of the Senate session, when it was approved 29-6.

AThe $104 million Labor Department budget, which
includes funding for unemployment insurance, passed
unanimously in the Senate but 48-21 in the House.

AThe $42.6 million Tax Commission budget passed the
House 45-20 and 32-3 in the Senate.

AEducation spending mostly drew overwhelming
support, but where there was opposition, it came mostly
from North Idaho Republicans. Five lawmakers voted no
on 11 to 16 of the 22 education-related funding bills in the
Statesman’s survey.

AThe Hispanic Affairs Commission budget, at $283,400,
is one of the smallest appropriations before lawmakers.
It passed the Senate unanimously, but just 44-26 vote in
the House.

A And the $2 million Arts Commission budget? After
failing on a 36-33 vote on its first go-round in the House,
the budget passed on the second try, 51-17, with an extra
$200 for its trouble.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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VOTING NO

of the most intriguing,
competitive and conten-
tious political periods in
recent history. His man-
tra: “Voters gotta vote!”
Retired Ada County

District Court Judge Mike
Wetherell, another com-
munity member of the
board, recalls an opportu-
nity he took to pursue a
political internship years

ago that changed the
direction of his life.
My message for those

seeking motivation to
vote in 2016 is to take the
next opportunity to attend
a naturalization ceremony
for new U.S. citizens.
They occur often at Bois-
e’s U.S. Citizen and Im-
migration Services field
office and elsewhere

throughout the country.
More than 700,000 new
citizens were sworn in
nationwide in 2015 —
nearly 1,500 in Idaho,
according to a Boise Pub-
lic Radio report on a Jan-
uary, 2016, naturalization
ceremony in Boise.
I know from having

witnessed ceremonies in
other states that the No. 1
thing our new citizens
look forward to is casting
their first vote. For many
the voting opportunities in
2016 will be their first

chance to carry out what
most of them see as a
privilege and responsi-
bility.
What do these new

citizens know that we
don’t — or, perhaps have
forgotten or lost the con-
text for? That sacred civic
duty that our ancestors,
family members and
neighbors have shed
blood for over the centu-
ries?
The takeaway for me: I

don’t ever want to lose
the passion that lives in

the eyes of the new citi-
zens or the conviction so
apparent among the au-
thors of the Constitution
and Declaration of Inde-
pendence. I hope you
don’t, either. Seek out
new citizens and allow
them to breathe the life of
democracy all around
you. Inhale. Ask them
what voting for the first
time means to them. Be
advised that the conversa-
tion could produce the
unintended consequence
of a newly invigorated

civic path.
Vote in 2016, Idaho.

Next week on the Sun-
day Opinion pages we’ll
be hearing from authors
who, relatively speaking,
are just getting started on
their civic paths. If you
have an opinion about
voting, send us a letter or
leave a comment at the
bottom of this column.

Robert Ehlert:
208-377-6437, rehlert@
idahostatesman.com,
@IDS_HelloIdaho
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